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Meet the Trainee
Sebastian Salcebo Alba
Sebastian Salcebo Alba has been one of the trainees who stayed longest in Folkecenter, from the 16th of January 2020 to the 13th
of January 2021.
Originally from Colombia, Sebastian (27) is educated as a Mechanical and Civil Engineer from the Universidad de Los Andes in
Bogota and he came to Denmark as part of the AFS Intercultural Programs, a program which allows young people to travel around
the world and to live in a foreign country for a period of time. Folkecenter collaborates since long time with AFS and we often get
trainees from Latin America.
Each trainee has its own motivation to travel and, in the case of Sebastian, it
was a chance to improve his English knowledge (already very good!), but also
to improve himself both professionally and socially; else said, he wanted to
take some time to work on himself, but he was challenged by the fact that
often these breaks are badly seen from the society, mainly because they
create a “hole” in the CV, which for young people can represent a challenge.
This is the reason why he decided to select Folkecenter: he could have an
international experience and, at the same time, he could get new knowledge
on topics which will help him in his future career.
Once made the decision, it took some time to do all the paperwork, but
finally, in mid-January 2020 he could reach Folkecenter.
Before coming to Denmark Sebastian did not know much about energy and
his idea was to get more familiar with the different technologies on a more
technical (and detailed) way. Nevertheless, this idea changed once he got
involved in Folkecenter life, moving his interest on the more “anthropologic”
part of energy, meaning that he focused more on understanding the working
principles of the technologies and the impacts that these can have on the
society.
Following this line, one of his main tasks was to work in group with the other
trainees and to perform an analysis on how could Colombia switch to
renewable energy, project which he really enjoyed.
Besides this more theoretical work, Sebastian was also involved in several practical tasks, with which he discovered that he can do
things and that he can work with tools; the most challenging project was to design and install a PV system, task for which he was
responsible for the whole process. This was challenging, but at the same time very motivating, because he had to solve challenges
which he did not expect and, therefore, the learning outcome was high. From this newsletter on, we will include also the statistics of
the PV plant he installed, so that he can keep track of his “baby”.
Another task he liked a lot was to be part of the Tiny House construction group: “I liked the dynamics” he says “and you could feel
the energy in the process…you could feel completely involved in the task!”.
The experience in Folkecenter helped Sebastian discover that he is more passionate about the general aspects of technology and
not as much in the details: this will have an impact on his future career, since he thinks he will try to pursue a wider approach.
[Continues...]

[...Continues]

“Specializations are important”, he admits “but I think I like more how can technology fit in real life”.
You might wonder why did Sebastian stay in Folkecenter so long, when the other trainees normally limit the period between three
and six months... The answer is the Corona Virus crisis. Sebastian planned to stay six months, but travel restrictions blocked him in
the country up to few days ago, when he decided to begin his trip back to Colombia.
Not everything comes as a disadvantage, though! During his period in Folkecenter, he felt very comfortable (“Like at home!”) and
the fact that people came and went was an advantage for him, because it made the environment more dynamic.
Furthermore, he liked a lot the location: “In Colombia I live in the countryside”, he says, “but here it was different. I could just get
out of my room and be directly in the nature: see a hedgehog just out of my door, or some deer when walking to Skibsted Fjord…it
was amazing! I definitively recommend an internship in Folkecenter!”.
Now Sebastian is on his way back to Colombia and we would like to thank him for being with us for all this time and for being such a
nice person. We hope to see you soon Sebastian! Good luck with your career!

PV System at Folkecenter
Total energy produced in January:

110.11 kWh
Total energy produced in 2021:

110.11 kWh
Total energy produced since 2012:

76.24 MWh

Realtime overview of the production can be found here.

Sebastian’s PV System (1.4 kW)

Total energy produced in January:

10.1 kWh
Total energy produced in 2021:

10.1 kWh
Total energy produced since May 2020:

746.5 kWh

E-Mobility in Folkecenter

Upcoming Events
A Variety of Events Planned for 2021!
We have big plans for 2021, with many events under planning! We hope you will join some of them or that you will help us
promoting them to the largest possible audience.
A list of the planned events can be found on folkecenterevents.net, where you can already register your interest. See you soon!

www.folkecenterevents.net

