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Folkecenter News  

COVID-19 Does not Stop our Dissemination Activities  

As you all know, COVID-19 impacted considerably on everyone’s lives and so it did on Folkecenter’s activities: several courses and 
training sessions planned for 2020 had to be cancelled, we experienced a reduction in visitors and, of course, participation to 
physical conferences practically disappeared.   

Nevertheless, in the unluckiness of this period, we are lucky to have technology on our side; starting from our 3rd International 
Small & Medium Wind Energy Conference, held online at the end of April, we saw an increased amount of institutions who offered 
conferences and events in a digital form. Clearly, an online meeting is not 
the same as a physical one, but on the positive side there is the fact that it 
is possible to reach a much larger –and more widespread - audience.  

It is for this reason that, when we were asked by the World Wind Energy 
Association to deliver a speech during one of their webinars, we were glad 
to accept the offer. The webinar, titled  Education and training for wind 
power and renewable energy, took place on Monday 28 September and it 
saw a wide participation from all over the world –both in terms of audience 
and speakers.  

Our presentation (40 years international capacity building from Denmark – 
lessons learned) focused on the work Folkecenter did in these years, on 
what we are currently focusing on and on the importance of education and 
knowledge transfer within the renewable energy field. 

Furthermore, Folkecenter was not only represented by itself, since the 
event had also speeches from Dr. Ibrahim Togola (former Folkecenter 
trainee and founder of Mali Folkecenter), from Prof. Dr. Galal Osman and 
from Prof. Dr. Jose Etcheverry, very close figures to Folkecenter and behind 
the establishment of Egypt- and Chile-Folkecenter respectively. 

The event was also a very good chance to discuss further collaborations, 
which we hope will take place when free movement of people is restored. 

The recording of Folkecenter’s presentation is available here. 

 

From left: Tonny Brink and Daniele Pagani presenting 

Folkecenter’s work during the webinar 

Folkecenter’s General Assembly 2020 

Nordic Folkecenter’s General Assembly will take place on December 15th, at 13:00. 

COVID-19  forced us to change our meeting behaviours and in Denmark we are now limited on 

the amount of people we can meet. After December 3rd we will know more about the 

updated restrictions and we will make an official call for the General Assembly 

  

http://www.folkecenterevents.net/older_events/08.Third-Small-Wind-2020/Small-Wind-Conference-2020.html
http://www.folkecenterevents.net/older_events/08.Third-Small-Wind-2020/Small-Wind-Conference-2020.html
https://wwindea.org/
https://wwindea.org/
https://wwindea.org/blog/2020/09/11/webinar-education-and-training-for-wind-power/
https://wwindea.org/blog/2020/09/11/webinar-education-and-training-for-wind-power/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLiOCPPNkv_tCfcGIFZ792QZhmg4UjeDHh&v=SueU0gaQHs0&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLiOCPPNkv_tCfcGIFZ792QZhmg4UjeDHh&v=SueU0gaQHs0&feature=emb_logo
http://www.malifolkecenter.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLiOCPPNkv_tCfcGIFZ792QZhmg4UjeDHh&v=SueU0gaQHs0&feature=emb_logo


Webinar on Sustainable Building Materials 
Have you ever thought about the impact connected with building a house? It is not only a matter of the waste generated when the 

building comes at the end of its life, but also about how good the indoor 
climate is. 

To discuss about these issues, Folkecenter, together with  with INFORSE 
Europe and VedvarendeEnergi (and with the support of Europa 
Nævnet), organized a webinar with the title “Circular Economy and 
Sustainable Construction - Seen from THY”. The webinar (in Danish) 
took place on October 7th and saw a considerable participation from 
different stakeholders. During the event, Folkecenter was represented 
by Lars Keller (Feldballe Naturelementer), who is also the leader for the 
construction of Folkecenter’s Tiny House. 

The presentation, titled “The construction of the future - Build with 
Biomass And build small”  can be found here.  

Build your Own Tiny House Workshop – Part 2   

As many of you know, during the last week of August we started the construction of Folkecenter’s Tiny House; the process, which 

took place in the form of workshop, saw a participation over the expectations and allowed us to progress considerably with the 

construction process. The results of the workshop are showed in the video “Folkecenter’s Tiny House – The Movie”. 

However, despite the many efforts, we did not manage to finish the Tiny House, which is why a second workshop was organized; 

contrary to the first one, this was more restricted and the participants were mostly Folkecenter’s trainees and collaborators, with 

few external people. The workshop took place in October 12-13, but Folkecenter people continue working on it for the whole week.  

During these days we installed parts of the natural ventilation system, we plastered the walls, finished the ceiling and, most 

important of all, we installed the second-hand windows and doors; this means that we can now continue working indoors, 

protected from the weather. 

Further workshops were planned to take place, so that the process could continue, however, due to the current health restrictions 

in place, chances are that a lot will be done by Folkecenter team and by the workshop leaders, Lars Keller and Jakob Rasmussen 

(UPSTRAW Montage). 

You can follow the developments of the Tiny House here.  

 
 

Ready to start: small briefing of the tasks that need to be carried out Now animals cannot get stuck in the natural ventilation system! 

[Continues...] 

https://www.inforse.org/
https://www.inforse.org/
https://ve.dk/
https://www.europa-naevnet.dk/
https://www.europa-naevnet.dk/
http://smallplanet.dk/da/naturelementer/
http://folkecenter.eu/pages/Tiny-house.html
https://www.inforse.org/europe/pdfs/S_20_EU_DK_EUGreenDeal_SetfraThy_byggeri_LarsKeller_07102020_NFRE_INFORSE.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBCUF6cjgMs&t=3s
https://cvrapi.dk/virksomhed/dk/upstraw-aps/41609605
http://folkecenter.eu/pages/Tiny-house.html


[Continues...] 

 

Finishing of the ceiling supervised by Lars Keller (right) Lars Keller (left) and Jakob Rasmussen (right) take the last measurements 

before installing the windows  

Meanwhile, someone has to work outdoors! “Plastering is not as easy as it seems” 

“It’s like making a cake!” Starting to look nice! 

[...Continues.] 



 
 

 

[...Continues] 

“Let’s fix the terrace properly!” Part of the natural ventilation is in place 

And finally also the windows are on! Time to relax! 

Folkecenter Digitizes the Brochures about Wind Turbine 

History in Denmark  
Nowadays, wind turbines are a solid reality and a well-established industry…but this was not always the case! Known already since 
the 5,000 BC, wind energy was firstly utilized for propelling boats, grinding grain and pumping water (200 BC), but already in the late 
1800s prototypes producing electricity started to appear (reference: EIA).  

Clearly, the models developed in those days were very different from the current ones, both in terms of material used and of 
performances; nevertheless, the concepts were innovative and allowed to set the basis for the modern wind industry development.  

To make sure that this knowledge was not lost, Folkecenter, together with the Energy Museum, the Poul la Cour Museum and the 
Danish Historic Wind Turbine Association, have developed a series of 
brochures explaining the major steps the industry went through. The 
result of 14 years of research in the archives resulted in the 
publication of 12 brochures including both explanations and pictures.  

On October 29, 2020 it was decided to make these brochures 
available for free for everyone, to make sure that the knowledge 
collected does not get lost; these brochures are now available on this 
page (in Danish only for the moment).  

We hope you will enjoy the reading!  

.  

https://www.eia.gov/energyexplained/wind/history-of-wind-power.php
http://folkecenter.eu/pages/Wind-history.html
http://folkecenter.eu/pages/Wind-history.html


Nordic Folkecenter has Obtained Support for an Initial 

Project on Green Training for Craftsmen 

Nordic Folkecenter for Renewable Energy is proud to have received financing from the Nordplus Adult fund, for carrying out the 

first activities needed to establish a green craftsmen education in the Arctic region. The project was developed in collaboration with 

partners from both Denmark, Greenland and the Svalbard Islands. 

The project, which originated from the fact that the Arctic region is very important for the future climate,  has its background in our 

participation in COP25 in Madrid, last year, during which we started to discuss the issue. Once in Denmark, we took contact with 

our network and we found out that there was actually a good potential for further development. 

“At Nordic Folkecenter we have more than 30 years of experience in working with renewable energies. In the middle of the 1980s, 

Folkecenter designed the blades for the wind turbines of Greenland’s radio station and we are glad to continue with the Arctic 

collaboration”, says Jane Kruse, director of Folkecenter. “At the same time, it supports both the Danish Government’s goal of 70% 

CO2 reduction and the goal of Naalakkersuisut (Greenland’s 

Autonomy) of the widest possible transition to renewable 

energy by 2030 ”. 

This starting project allows us to  further build on the idea, 

so that we can, together with our partners, apply for a 

larger project at a later date. 

For more information, please contact: 

Jane Kruse, Director 

Nordic Folkecenter for Renewable Energy 

Kammersgaardsvej 16, Sdr. Ydby 

7760 Hurup Thy 

Tlf: +45 96 95 66 00 

Picture from Noel_Bauza, Pixabay 

Short News 

Folkecenter’s Christmas Dinner is Cancelled 
The traditional Christmas Dinner at Folkecenter is a tradition to meet new and old friends and to get an overview 
of the activities Folkecenter worked on during the year. However, the current health situation, together with the 
restrictions posed by the Government, forced us to cancel this year’s event. We hope to see you all next year!  

Video on Wind Turbine History Released 
In combination with the release of the brochures about wind history, we 
have also released a video in which Preben Maegaard, renewable energy 
pioneer and Folkecenter’s founder, talks about the history of wind 
energy. The video, which originally was recorded during a guided tour in 
Folkecenter ( August 2016) is now available for everyone to see; 
currently the video is in Danish only, but we do not exclude a translation 
to English in the near future, given the importance of the information 
provided. 

The video can be viewed here. 

.  

https://pixabay.com/da/photos/aurora-polar-lys-northern-lights-1185464/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEWR1X4biWE&t=1s


Project Application Submitted 
In the effort of keeping on being a reference point both at national and international level, Folkecenter is constantly working in 
making project applications which could allow us to continue our work also in the coming years.  

We have recently submitted an application under the Erasmus+ program, with focus on education and sustainable agriculture. If  
successful, the application will lead to a project called POEASE (Promote Online Education for Agriculture in a Sustainable 
Environment), which will involve Folkecenter and its partners from Germany, Greece, Ireland and Spain to collaborate for two 
years. 

The answer to the application will come in February 2021. We keep our fingers crossed! 

PV System at Folkecenter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Realtime overview of the production can be found here. 

Total energy produced in September: 

351.53 kWh 

Total energy produced in 2020: 

9.05 MWh 

Total energy produced from 2012: 

76.94 MWh 

Total energy produced in October: 

400.60 kWh 

SEPTEMBER AUGUST 

https://smart.tigoenergy.com/p/2c4b9073-218a?date=2020-02-19


E-Mobility in Folkecenter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sevan Hiron  
Sevan Hiron, 23, is a French trainee who came to Folkecenter in summer 2018 (4 June – 27 August) to make an internship which was 
part of his education in General Engineering Sciences, at the ECAM University in Rennes. 

Among the many options available for his education, he decided to choose Folkecenter for two reasons: first, he had a strong 
interest in renewable energy, which made him choose to come to Denmark, since the country is very ahead on the topic and second, 
he got seduced by the human dimension of Folkecenter described on the website.  

At first, his idea was to develop a small wind turbine using spare parts from cars, but he had to change idea when he realized that 
there was already an earlier Folkecenter report talking about the issue; he therefore turned his attention on solar energy, which 
seems to be motivating him considerably. In the specific, he focused his internship on agrivoltaics, a new concept which combines 
agriculture with photovoltaic installation, so that the best of the two worlds can be obtained. Sevan’s work resulted in a 
presentation about the technology, in which the idea was better explained and in which the current projects testing this technology 
were presented. 

Solar was not the only interest of Sevan, since he was quite attracted also from the issues related with consumption management 
and energy management, but he did not have the chance to look at those topics due to the short duration of his internship.  

When talking about learning outcomes, Sevan said that besides 
agrivoltaics, he learned a lot about renewables energies, their 
possibilities for the future and about the obstacles that can slow down 
their development. According to him, the experience in Folkecenter gave 
him the necessary knowledge about renewables which he was targeting 
since long time and which could, potentially, result in a job in this field. 

Sevan was very satisfied from the personal point of view as well; to the 
question about how was the atmosphere at the center, he answered: 
“Perfect! Awesome! It was so nice to meet people from several countries! 
In these three months there have been representatives from 15 
countries…I have learned a lot, also about how can people from different 
backgrounds work together”. 

Overall, Sevan’s experience seems to have been quite positive and it 
prepared the ground for further collaborations: thanks to him, in the last 
summers we have had three trainees from the same school: Katia Cantot, Amandine Cognard and Ronan Bellier. 

Thanks for the promotion Sevan! We hope to see you soon! 

Meet the Trainee 

https://www.ecam-rennes.fr/
http://folkecenter.eu/pages/Meet-the-trainee.html#Katia-Cantot


Upcoming Events 

4th International Conference on 

Small & Medium Wind Energy 

After two successful in-person editions and one online 

event, Folkecenter and the Small Test and Resource Centre 

for Small Wind Turbines are organizing the fourth 

conference with focus on small and medium energy. The 

event will gather national and international experts from 

the industry, who will discuss testing and certification 

opportunities, off-grid solutions and the importance of 

education for the small and medium wind industry. The 

conference will take place virtually between the 23rd and 

the 26th of November. It 

is now possible to register 

your participation on 

folkecenterevents.net.  

Build your own Wind Turbine - 

Workshop 

Are you fascinated by creating your own energy? Do you 
want to learn how make a wind turbine? Look no further 
Folkecenter organizes a workshop in which the participants 
will build a whole small-scale wind turbine with their hands 
The workshop will first focus on the basic theory needed to 
understand the working principle of a wind turbine, after 
which the more practical part will be covered. Participants 
will be followed by experienced instructors, who will ensure 
that the whole procedure is carried out in a safe and clear 
way. No previous 
experience is required. 

Registration should be 

done latest on Friday 12 

February on 

 folkecenterevents.net. 

.  

23-26 November 2020 22 - 26 Februar 2021 

http://www.folkecenterevents.net/
http://www.folkecenterevents.net/

